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Phragmites in Chesapeake Bay

ÅFirst collection in N. America from C. Bay (1698)

ÅAppearance in many parts of C. Bay region has been 
more recent (1910 -1950)

ÅMost populations are non -native genotypes native to 
Europe and introduced to N. America in 19 th century

ÅExpansion has been dramatic in the last 20 -30 years

Compiled Chesapeake Invasion Report ïsource: Paul Fofonoff (SERC)
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Native Phragmites australis :

Åhas been in the US for over 10,000 years

Åwas widely used by Native Americans

Århizomes 3,000 -4,000 years old have been found in 

coastal sediments

Images from: Phragmites Field Guide , Jil Swearingen and Kristin Saltonstall, 2010. 

Photos by K. Saltonstall.
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Non-native Phragmites creates tall, dense 

stands that degrade wetlands and coastal 

areas by: 

Åcrowding out native plants and animals, 

Åaltering wetland hydrology,

Åblocking shoreline views, 

Åreducing access for swimming, fishing, and hunting, and 

Åcan create fire hazards from dry plant material.

Phragmites accumulates peat rapidly, so it can 

keep up with sea level rise, but it does not 

resist erosion.


