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Staff and Board of Directors
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As I re�ect on my second anniversary as executive director of the Severn River Association, my heart 
warms with the thought of how far this organization has come, and how much we are now able to 
achieve with you, our community of supporters. The Severn River is more than a mere waterbody—it is 
a vital part of our communities and our lives. It’s where we go to swim, sail, �sh, or simply sit and enjoy 
a peaceful moment in a beautiful place.

In 2023, we continued to passionately pursue our mission to Connect the people who live, work, and 
play on the Severn River to Restore and Protect it for all of our communities. Between our standing 
programs like Floating Classroom and John Wright speaker series along with special request 
appearances and volunteer events, we connected with over 1,000 people in 2023. SRA works with 
youth and adults in our communities to ensure that the stewardship we all feel for the river grows in 
the short term and persists for the long term. We boosted our restoration capabilities by hiring Dr. Ben 
Fertig, a conservation scientist with deep experience in grant management, ecology, and community 
outreach as our restoration manager. We completed Phase I of our Severn River Action Plan and 
identi�ed Weems Creek, Spa Creek, and Picture Spring Branch in Odenton, as our top 3 sub-watersheds 
for restoration. Now we are on the ground, vetting potential projects for implementation. With Ben’s 
help we completed design and permitting for stormwater management projects in the Wardour and 
Georgetown East communities and are proceeding towards construction in 2024. We won a grant for 
an innovative approach to increase our river’s oyster population and we are exploring a new approach 
to reduce nitrogen pollution from septic systems that doesn’t require upgrading systems or 
connecting to sewer. We protected the river by working with elected o�cials at the local, state, and 
federal levels to pass e�ective environmental laws and protect the nature preserve on Greenbury Point 
from development. 

In 2023, we inspired nearly 200 new donors from across the watershed to join our movement for a 
cleaner, healthier Severn River. We are thrilled that our work is now supported by over 500 donor 
households, but recent census data shows about 80,000 households in the Severn’s watershed, 
including 2,500 waterfront homes. Clearly we have much more work to do. Although we have had 
good success raising private funds over the past 3 years, we are still far behind other rivers whose paid 
sta� have built a strong �nancial foundation over many years and attracted millions of dollars in grants 
for restoration. If you are already a member, thank you! If not, please join the Severn River Association 
and help us acheive a Thriving Severn River by 2050. And please help spread the word that it’s a new 
day at SRA!

From the Executive Director

Jesse Ili�
Executive Director
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By The Numbers

Our Donors Say...

“We have long been concerned that restoration work around 
the bay is prioritized largely based on which areas have the 
loudest and most persistent advocates. As an individual land-
owner, we can attest that is di�cult to get the same attention 
as a community association. We applaud the SRA for making 
the investment to develop a Severn River Action Plan that uses 
science to objectively prioritize the areas to be restored.”

- Elizabeth and Rick Rosborg
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Nitrogen Pollution Sources

“We and our four active children have thoroughly enjoyed 
swimming, paddling, and waterskiing on the Severn from 
our homes near Asquith Creek for over 20 years. All that 
time we have been concerned about the water quality in 
this beautiful river. Battling the now common algal blooms 
and sediment plumes demands immediate and concerted 
e�ort. That is why we are incredibly excited and proud to 
support the SRA team working so hard to restore and 
protect our beloved Severn.” 

- Cathy Dea Code and  Ken Code

Photo: Janet Anderson
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Grantors

Financial Snapshot
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We continue to be very careful in 
how we use the private donations 
we receive from our generous 
supporters. This graphic illustrates 
that over 90% of our operating 
costs are invested in personnel 
who make a real di�erence for the 
Severn while overhead costs are 
kept to a minimum. 
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Private Donations
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Donor Stats

Endowment Fund
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In addition to covering our operating 
costs, in 2023 our generous private 
donors allowed us to more than 
double our endowment and create a 
new Severn Restoration Fund that 
will increase our restoration project 
cost sharing, thereby bringing even 
more grant money to our river. 
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Meredith Adams
Admiral Heights Improvements Assoc.
Amberley Community Assoc.
Anonymous
Marilyn Apirian
Will Athey-Lloyd
Ann Bangert and John Anderson
Suzanne Bartlett
Robert Baugh
Paul Baumgartner
Bayberry Hill Property Owners Assoc.
Jenny Beatty
Belvoir Farms HOA and Marina
Susan Benac
Dana Blackwood
Blu� Point Community Assoc.
Bill Borwegen
Drs. Arlene and Stephen Bowes
Doug and Wendy Bradford
Briarcli� on the Severn
Browns Pond Improvement Assoc.
Robert and Linda Buckley
Lynda and John Burton
Dennis Burton
John and Diana Butler
Ardath Cade
Steve Carl
Carrollton Manor Improv. Assoc. 
Michael Carter
Donald Cebulski
Charities Aid Foundation America 
Craig Chase
Cory Cinque
Clark Construction Group, LLC
Je� Colburn
David Corddry
Lauren Craig
Joseph Crawford
Dianne Crews
Betty Davis
Tom and Lois DeMoss
Laurent Deschamps
Downs Property Owners Assoc.
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Our Donors Say...

Robert Doyle
Jennifer Eklof
Karen Barr and Andrew Engel
Alice Estrada
Suzanne Etgen
Je�rey Evans
Fairwinds on the Severn
Stephen Faust and Donna Gilbert
Mike Fish
Nina Fisher
Dave and Cindy Franchak
Richard and Jill Garrity
Linda Gilligan
Glen Oban Assoc.
Rick Goldstein
Cynthia and Lyndon Goodwin
Judy Graham
Ken Green
Ben and Karen Grumbles
Jacqueline Guild
Kevin Haigis
Martin Hanback
Herald Harbor Citizens Assoc.
Jonathon Hicks
Nancy Higgs
Holly Point Community Assoc.
Hollywood On Severn Improv.  Assoc.
Brian and Mary Howard
Angelina Howard and Richard Johnson
Jerry and Gwen Hoyt
Michael Hughes
James Hyatt
Alex Ili�
Laura Ivey
Maria and Paul Jacob
David and Jennie Janssen
Judy Jaudon and Wayne Boswell
Jessica and JC Johns
Brad and Carmen Johnson

Chris and Melissa Joyce
Janet and Robert Katz
Douglas and Barbara Kearney
John Keene and Gayle Travis-Keene
Thomas and Sherrie Kelley
Robert Kight
Campbell and Madeline Killefer
Sari Kiraly
Alex Knoll
Roman and Alexandra Kowcz
John and Jennifer Lagrotteria
Brian and Jane Lantz
Lake Forest Community Assoc.
Mary Ann Lawler
Suzanne Leveille
Lindamoor Improvement Assoc.
Linstead Community Association
Raymond and Linda Lochner
James and Jacquelyn Loftis
Carolyn Long
Long Point on the Severn Civic Assoc.
David Joanna Loughlin
Lisa and Brian Lyman
Catherine MacAulay
Eric and Jan Madsen
Michael Matton
Patricia McCandless
Eugene and Kathy McCollum
Phyllis McDevitt
Robert Melamud
John Menocal
Lisa and Erik Michelsen
Ian Mitchell
Mark Morsheimer
Joan Murphy
Paul O'Hearn
Susan Okula
Olde Severna Park Improv. Assoc.
Mary and Jim Ostrye

Jeanine and Norm Ove
Pendennis Mount Assoc. 
Heike and Jon Pilon
Point Field Landing Community Assoc.
Norman and Chris Poulsen
Nancy and Richard Prendergast
Providence Club
Jonathan and Jessica Quigley
Louise and Thomas Ra�erty
Steven Reeves
Sue Ricciardi
James Rich
David Richardson
Kathleen Roche
Arthur and Joyce Roerink
April Roger
Jim and Donna Rosa
Heidi Rothenhauss
Round Bay Sailing Assoc.
Kevin Routhier
Maz Rutland
Charles Sacker
Je�rey Sanders
Chris Sargent and Robert Bass
Barbara Sause and Craig Roberts
Saltworks on Severn HOA
Allie and Mark Scharf
Thomas Schatz
Jane and Michael Schutt
Mary and James Searing
Severn Grove Improvement Assoc.
Severn Heights Improvement Assoc.
Severn View Home Owners Assoc.
Sherwood Forest Club, Inc.
Cynthia and Ryan Shuart
Catherine and Stephen Smith
Janice and Warren Spicknall
Joyce and Andy Stefancik
James and Amy Stolarski
 

Donors Cont.

“As lifelong sailors on the Severn and new residents to the area, 
we fully appreciate all that the best river on the Bay has to o�er. 
We support the Severn River Association’s work to restore and 
protect the Severn largely because we want to leave it in better 
shape than we found it. In particular, we are very pleased to see 
SRA innovating with new approaches to restoration such as 
direct setting of oyster larvae  and permeable reactive barriers 
to restrict excess nitrogen from entering the river. ”

- Abby and Andrew Cherner
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Amica Companies Foundation
Denise Anderson
Arnold Preservation Council
Sara Ballesteros
Gretchen Bandy

Joan and Alister Bell
Jon and Lesley Bigden
Judith Billage
Anthony Calabrese
D.J. and E.R. Carren
Dave Granata
Tom and Karen Guay
Rich Guba
E. Fatimah Hasan
Hollyberry Garden Club
Sally Hornor
Jesse and Abbey Ili�
Donalyn Janos
Je� Johnson
Francesca King
Marsha and Brad Knopf
Judith Littleboy
Dottie Loscocco
James and Susan Luck
Kathryn and Roman Machan
James Martin Jr.
James McCann
John McCloskey
James McMann
Margaret McNutt and Scott Draper
Jonathan Chapman
Donna Clapp
Denis Clift
Rhoda Cobin
Paul Czyzia
Seth Dabney
Mary Deckelbaum
Malina Delamere
Hearon and Pam Dickson
Marguerite Du�y
Eastport Oyster Boys
Reverend Ronald and Rebecca Fisher
Patrick and Elise Fleeharty
Patricia Frese

Kathleen Gramp
Diane Cary-Thomson
Mark Cervi
Hugh Mealy
Cli�ord Meiselbach and Elizabeth Katz
Harrison and Linda Monk
Henry Mortimer
Havana Mullaly
Jim and Linda Mumper
William Ozkaptan
Civic Association of Palisades
Beth Paquette
Ashton Poole
Constance Werner Ramirez
Clark Reddick
Sandy Reinhard
Beverly and Todd Ripley
John Rogers
Rusty and Bobbie Rowles
Richard Russell
Michael Ruzzi
Jon and Chris Schomig
Jeremy Schreifels
John Scott
Dale and Mark Shaklee
Joan Shank
Margery Silverton and Steve Johnson
Jeremy Snow
Ann and Rudolph Stewart
Susan Stroud
Gary Thompson
Lawrence Turner
Susan Waddington
Christine Wagner
Bruce Weddle
Diane and Steven Wilkinson
Marjorie Winslow
Ruth Wood
Paul Wright

“Our family has been enjoying all that the Severn has to 
o�er for generations and we have been keen witnesses to 
its decline. We are thrilled to now have top notch sta� at 
the Severn River Association laser focused on restoring and 
protecting our incredible river so that our grandchildren 
and their families will be able to enjoy it the way we have. 
Kudos to the SRA sta� and board for doing this important 
work!”

- Cathy and Don MacMurray

Nancy Stroud
Judy Templeton
Richard and Anne Thomas
Virginia Tippie
Les Trachtman
Lea and Skip Trimble
Jennifer Troy
Jack Turner
Eloise Ullman
Maureen Van Besien
Robert Van Buskirk
Raymond Van Houtte
Joanie Varney
John Veil
Kathryn Von Rueden
Sally and Henry Wagner
Robert and Patricia Waldman
Pamela Watson
Stephen Weinstock
West Annapolis Civic Assoc.
West Severna Park Comm. Assoc.
Whitney Landing Comm. Assoc.
John and Janet Williams
The Wilson Family LLC 
Winchester on Severn Assoc.
Barbara Winner
Virginia Woolridge
Karen Wright
Melissa and Brian Wuest
Mary Yee
Sasha and Sophia Zdravkovich
Elizabeth Zehe
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2024 Business Sponsorships
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Grump’s Cafe
Watermark
Scott MacMullan Law, LLC
Environmental Quality Resources
Kim Hovell Fine Art
Smith’s Marina
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Your logo could be here! 
For more information scan this code or go to SevernRiver.org
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By aggregated private donations

Photo: Meg Leonard



PO Box 146
Annapolis, MD 21404

SevernRiver.org
410-774-0317

info@severnriver.org
EIN 52-1827749

Become a member
or renew today!

Not ready to join?
Sign up for our emails


